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Given to an Ashley Hall alumna recognized by her peers for outstanding work in the 
performing or visual arts, this award honors Martha Rivers Ingram ’53.  Martha has spent 
much of her life devoted to the arts and is well known for her support and contributions to 
the arts community.  The guiding force behind the creation of the Tennessee Performing 

Arts Center, Martha has also served on the boards of renowned arts centers, including the 
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts and Spoleto Festival, USA.
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Given to an Ashley Hall alumna who exhibits outstanding volunteer and community 
service, this award honors Fern Karesh Hurst ’64.  In addition to serving as an Ashley Hall 

trustee, Fern has served on the Goucher College Board of Trustees, the National Jewish 
Center for Leadership and Learning Board, and the University of Pennsylvania Board 

of Overseers for the Graduate School of Fine Art.  She is a past president of the 
Jewish Women’s Foundation of New York.  
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Given to an Ashley Hall alumna who exhibits outstanding achievement in her chosen profession, 
this award honors Crandall Close Bowles ’65.  Crandall served as the Chief Executive Officer for 

Springs Industries, once one of South Carolina’s most important businesses and the second largest 
Fortune 500 company in the state, with annual sales of more than $2 billion.  Crandall’s leadership 

skills propelled her from her initial position as a financial analyst at Springs Industries to CEO until 
her retirement in 2007.  
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Given to an Ashley Hall alumna, 35 years old or younger, who personally and professionally 
exhibits the mission of the School, this award honors the memory of Tonisha Bell Alston ’99 whose 
life and independent spirit embodied the key pillars of the Ashley Hall mission.  Throughout her 
life, Tonisha was actively involved in her community and creatively addressed challenges with a 
sense of justice and confidence.  A graduate of Howard University, she taught middle school in 

Japan and earned an MBA in International Business from the University of SC. She was program 
director for the nonprofit Closing the Gap in Healthcare when she passed away at age 34.
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